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1 Lmighty Go p did, in the Beginning; 


| in his own Image, and Made and 
ER conſtituted him the Deputy of G op 
— — over the Children of Men, which 
were by him to be begotten : Therefore, ſo ſoon 
as Adam had Children, who were come to the Uſe 
of Reaſon, theſe his Children had a Natural 
Right, or a Power, founded in the Pre-Adamiti- 
cal Contract; which is the ſame thing as to depoſe 
their Father Adam, both as their Parent, and as 
their Sovereign ; if he did in the leaſt diſoblige 
them, or, indeed, without any Diſobligation at all, 
if it did appear convenient to them to depoſe 
Him. And this they had, moſt certainly, a 
well-founded Right and Power to do; the Iu- 
ſtitution of Go p notwithſtanding. Why? Be- 
cauſe Two is always better than One. And 
Adam was created Only to beget them, and to be- 
come, fron their Sovereign and Parent, their Sub- 
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jeft, whenever they ſhould think fit wo make hinſccov 
fo. I did not ſay, that if Adam had begotten buſbe 
one Son, that this Son could fo regularly DethrowWiive 
his Father Adam: Tho' I am ſomewhat inclin;Mecr v 
ble to think, that, upon ſome extraordinary Eme Mor © 
gency, he might have lawtully done it. But, onc Old 
there were two Sons, the Caſe can bear no Dine 
ſpute ; for then they were the Majority: Theyſſſfrſc 
two were the People, and Adam was but One Mut 
(for I have nothing to ſay to Old Mother Eve; ou 
She was a Woman, that is enough!) Adam waſhici 
but a Parent, and a Prince, and was Gov's ChoirMivei 
for them, but was not the free Choice of his Sie 
the People; and, therefore, could not honeſtlyſhria 
claim their Duty and Obedience, longer than they{Wri; 
thought fit voluntarily to ſubmit to him, elle uit. 
they were his Natural Vaſſals, or Slaves. Bu Pa. 
every body knows, or {hould know, that all Man:ſellc 
kind are born free: Why? Becauſe that no Manthe 
is born with a Saddle on his Back. I think thisri 
Head ſufficiently clear'd ; and yet it has a Tall 
For, | 
By the ſame Rule, all the Patriarchs, both the 
Ante and the Poſi-Dilawvians, were very filly Fel. 
lows. Why? Becauſe They had a parcel of Y. 
rannical Notions, Inconſiſtent with the Liberties of a 
the People; for, by this time, you muſt know, 
the People were grown more numerous, by a great 
deal, than they were when Adam was firſt crea - 
ted. This Diſcovery I happened lately, and very 
tuckily, ro make, by ſtumbling upon an old, muſi); 
Worm-eaten Book, written in a ſtrange Language, N. 
which made me oblig'd to an Interpreter for my 
| | Knowledge 
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f * . *. 
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innowledge in it. And I own, I lik'd the Book 
We better, becauſe I found it amongſt the Ay- 
hives of a Right Reverend Prelate, who had ne- 
Mer worn Lawn Sleeves if he had read it, no, not 
(1 or TWo T houſand a Year. Now, I ſay, theſe 
ned Patriarchs'were very Tyrants in their Na- 
Dine; for they fancied, that every one of them, 
forfooth, had a Right to Govern his own Family: 
Put they were egregiouſly miſtaken ; becauſe, un- 
doubredly, their Families, their Children, nay, even 
their Servants, both Collectively and Repreſenta- 
tively, had a Right to Depoſe them, and to exer- 
aſe the Faculties and Powers of theſe Lords Pa- 
riarchs, with which they were veſted by the 
Original Inſtrument of Government, the Pre-Ada- 
mitical Contract: So that the People, in thoſe 
Days, thew'd very great Moderation, when they 
llow'd themſelves to be Governed and Ruled by 
theſe ſame Patriarchs; when, indeed, the Pa- 
irarchs did owe the Peaceable Poſſeſſion and Exer- 
jſe of that Power, which they Vainly and Tyran- 
ucally imagined they were inveſted with, over 
heir Children and Servants, entirely to the Good 
ature and Good Will of their Families, who had a 
well-founded Original, Natural, and Pre- Adamiti- 
al Right to kick them out of Doors, whenever 
hey thought fir ſo to do. Why? Becauſe they 
vere the People, and naturally Free. And, can 
rea- ny body be ſo ſtupid as to imagine, that a filly 
very Patriarch, a ſingle Perſon, was to be preferr'd to 
ſi), pl his Children, Servants and Family? or, that 
age, Neſe old Patriarchs were born for any other End, 
* My put to beget Children, and to hire Servants, to De- 


poſe, 
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poſe, or Govern themſelves, whenever they, tie 
Majority, ſhould think fit? Beſides, it was [nels 
prudent in theſe old Fellows, and very Tyrannical 
to pretend a Right from Gop over their Faun. 
lier. This ſhew'd their Inſolence, and this alone 
was Reaſon enough for theit Children and Sy: 
wvants to have made them glad to Abdicate, had 
they not exceeded in Moderation : Which, how: 
ever great a Vertue it is, may yet be abuſed to ve. 
ry ill Purpoſes, For this Lenity of the Patriq- 
chal Families; in not chaſtiſing their Lords and 5 
Maſtert ſometimes, had very near loſt us our Pi- 
wvilege of doing. the like now; had not ſome Free-M\No 
Thinkers and Republicans of late teſtor'd our AlLMW! 
moſt extinguiſhed Right, | 

Moſes and Aaron were a very odd kind of Men; H 
for Moſes tells us, That Gop choſe the Children Ne 
of Iſrael, the Seed of Abraham, the Friend of Gov, IN. 
to be the peculiar People of Goo: And that Gov"! 
(who Govern'd the reſt of the Nations of theft 
Earth by deputed Angels) was yet graciouſly plea-W" 
ſed to take them under his Own particular Imme- 4 
atate Government ; and fo became their King ſo 
expreſly, that their Government was called a Theo. U 
cracy : An Honour, that no Nation under the Sun 
can Claim, or Plead, beſides themſelves! And Mo- th 
ſes tells us farther, That he was appointed by Gon," 
their Immediate king, as his Deputy or Vicegerent li 
over them. And, therefore, Moſes was called King: 
in Jeſurum; and that, as ſuch, he was to Gover ſi 
the Iſraelites, and to declare to them the Lazws of 0 
Gop; and which, if we may believe him, he did 
at Horeb, and in a very ſolemn Manner, 8 fi 
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ih, and very Viſibly and Audibly. And he alſo 
gels us, That his Brother Aaron was moſt ſolemn- 


Appointed by Gop, to be his High-Prieſt, and 
* was Entailed upon his Family Hereditary ; 


yet, all this fine Account notwithſtanding, and 


tho! my old, muſty Book, 1 told you of, has it all 
xprefly, the Children of Iſrael elected Gop to be 
heir King, once upon a Time, when they were in 
good Humour; but they took Care to ſettle 
he Pacta Conventa, previouſly to their Election 
by which they Articled, to Change Him, to Depoſe 
tm, to Renounce Him, whenever they thought fit. 
Now, if you deſire my Vouchers for this, becauſe 
[was ſo civil as to give you Vouchers for my laſt 
ſtory, I will give you them: Tis, however, a la- 
tr Author than my old, muſty Book, and ſo, con- 
quently, better, becauſe. more within the De- 
grees of Credibility ; *tis that famous Gentleman, 
who's Name I have forgot ; but his Deſcription is 
mis: He is a Doctor of Laws, of a fine College, 
in a famous Univerſity, which has a Statute, bind- 
ns its Fellows down to the hard Task of being 
eaiocriter Docti, &c. He was a Papiſt about 25 
or 26 Years ago, and never renounced Popery ſince; 
and yet, at preſent, has no poſitive Religion, but 
tic Love of Wine, Women, and Money. And he 
Wrote a Book, with the Help of a great many of 
his Friends, called, T he Rights of the Chriſtian 
Church, by which he plainly ſhews, That no Chri- 


Church has any Right, he ſeems to allow it ra- 


ian one, in Compliment, I preſume, to them, for 


1 having 
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ſian Church has any Right at all: But if. any 


ner to the Popiſh Church than to any other Chri- 


(&) 


having once allow'd him to herd with them. H 
has not yet written the Rights. of the Mahuny 
tan ( hurch, that I know of, elſe I doubt not hell 
preferr that in every thing to the Chriſtian, ex 
cept in that one fooliſh Article of Circumdiſon 
which is too troubleſome, eſpecially at this Timel 
of Day, for him, ſince it was not done when he 
was very young. This is the Grear Man, my 4 
thor. And in that very Book of the Rights, G, N 
ir is, that he tells us of the Horeb Contra? the th 
Pacta Conventa of the Children of Iſrael, wha > 
they choſe Almighty Gop to be their Ring, under of 
Reſtrictiont and Limitations, that they might not in 
betray the Liberty and Freedom of their Succeſſor; I 
which they had a Title to, by the Old Pre-Adu R. 
mitical Contract above mentioned. And now, toffff ® 
ew, that this my Worthy and Modern Author is k. 
in the Right, thele very Children of Ifrael, when tb. 
they had but juſt ſettled the Government, in the L 
Hands of their new- made King: the Loꝛd of Þoſts, I Ri 
they ſoon repented, that they had not foreſeen and th 
capitulated for farther Limitations: And, there- T 
fore, that they, as Good Patriots, might not be in 
found fault with by their Poſterity, for Giving up * 
and Surrendring their Libertizs upon ſuch Condi. I N 
tions, they very ſoon endeavoured to put the Oe 
poſing Doctrine in Practice. And having, in a Ge. 
neral Convention, met upon that extraordinary Oc- th 
caſion, for the Preſervation of their Religion, Li.“ 
berties, and Property, they found that Moſes, who (0 
was the Vicegerent of their new Ele&ed Ning, I 
had Abdicated; and, therefore, they declared the 
Chꝛone vacant. And becauſe, as they were — of 

6 | pojiews 


„ 
poſted nd ſituated, it was of dangerous Conſequence 
t0 keel the Throne vacant long ; they, therefore, 
immediately took care to fill it with a Dumb Ids! 
Calf, the moſt inoſfenſive and beſt ſort of King in 
the World, becauſe he never could dwindle into 

a Tyrant : And it was remarkable enough, that 
they never danc'd fo heartily, nor ſo nimbly, 
while they were a People, as they did before this 
Royal Calf. Why 2 That Dumb Royal Calf was 
the Choice of the People, exerting themſelves in the 
Defence of Religion, Laws, and Libertzes : I ſay, 
of Religion; for ſome of the Prieſts were Conſent- 
ing, who had their Religion, no doubt, very much 
it Heart: Of Laus; for they worſhipp'd this 
Royal Calf, by proclaiming a Feaſt, according to 
the Laws of Feaſiing before their King 3 or, at 
aſt, they worſhipp'd it as they ſhould have done 
their King: Of Liberties ; for it was by their 
Liberty that they found themſelves entitled to the 
Right of Declaring that Moſes had Abdicated, and 
that they fill d the Throne with this Royal Calf. 
Tis true, however, they happened to Miſcarry 
in this Buſineſs, becauſe they did not Adjuſt it 
well enough; for there were Nonjurors both a- 
mongſt the Prieſis, and alſo amongſt the People, who 
could not be brought to Worſhip, nor to do Ho- 
nage to this their new King the Calf : And altho' 
they had one merry Day of it, yet it became Bit- 
terneſs in the End; for they loſt many pretty Fel- 
ag, beſides the common Mortality; and they loſt 
much Money, even the very Rcyal Calf himſelt, 
tho" a Golden One: And which had been worſt 
of all, they bad well-nigh lf? themfefves wholly 
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and entirely, but that their King de Jure, -their 
True King, was very Merciful unto them, and 
ave them an Indemnity, after he had conſumed 
a of the Ringleaders of them ; and that 'the 
reſt repented for that T ime, of that Exerciſe of 
their Power. V§Vß iana 
They found, however, by fatal Experience, that 
they ſtill came off by the Loſs, at Long-run, when 
they cendeavour'd to exert their Original Powy 
againſt their King himſelf; and after ſeveral un. 
ſucceſsful Attempts, and a great many Growlingy, 
and Grumblings, and Mobs, &c. they at laſt reſol- 
ved to try their Skill, by deſtroying the Higb. 
Chief Miniſier amongſt them: And this 

they did by a Presbyterian Plot; for they were for 
leveling Aaron, and had prepared a Junto, or 
Scotch General Aſſembly of Levelers, to ſhare the 
Prieſt hood equally with Him: And their Reaſon 
was, no doubt of it, a very good one; for all the 
People were Holy as well as Aaron; and, therefore, 
why ſhould he Monopolize ſo good and fo fat a Bt. 


neſice, ſaid they? which, if divided amongſt them 


all, who were the Pretenders to it, would ſerve 
them all very well. And if theſe Holy Levelers 
had prevail'd, I am truly of Opinion, they wou'd 
not have allow'd Aaron to be their conſtant Mo- 
derator ; for they were True-blue ſtanch Presbyte- 
rians: (And by the way, this ſhews the Antiquity 
of that Se; This being the firſt Account I have 
met with of their Foundation, tho' their Eſtabliſt- 


ment was above 3ooo Years after.) But, un- 


luckily, all this fine Contrivance was ſpoil d at 
ee en conte of Abeme, 
FF VCC Earth 


& IT) 


Earth happened to open, juſt in that Critical Nick 
of Time, and juſt in that Spot where the T hree 
Ringleaders of the Popular Faction happen'd to 
ſtand, and ſwallowed down Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram : And, by another ſurprizing Concourſe 
of Fiery Atoms, their Accomplices were devoured : 
And by a third Concourſe of Plaguy Atoms, a Multi- 
tude were ſtruck dead. But all theſe Misfortunes 
did not wholly fubdue theſe Noble Spirits; tor 
every now and then, they thought fit to Revive 
their Claim, coſt what it would: And it, indeed, 
colt them a great deal. Yet they ſhew'd them- 
ſelves Noble Liberty and Property Patriots; that 
when they were ſure they muſt ſuffer for it, when= 
erer they made any ſuch Attempt, yet ſtill they 
went on to prevent Preſcription. And no body 
will deny, but they were very much in the right 
o to do. Why ? Becauſe of the Pre-Adamitical 
lontract, and the Original Contract, and the Ho- 
rh Contract, becauſe of Religion, Liberty, and Pro- 


erty, which could be u where ſo ſafe, as in the 


Hands of the People : For they, ſurely, ander- 
flood the beſt, and are fitter ro Govern than any 
ſmgle Perſon of Go v's chooſing. 

By this very Rule, King David was a ſad Man ; 
for he took upon him to be King ot {ſrazl, as be- 
ing the Deputy of Almighty Go p over them. Tis 
true, my old, muſty Book, lays, That GO D Him- 
lelf choſe David, and made him His Vicegerent, 
without asking any of the People, Peers, or Com- 
moners, any Advice at all about it. Nor did the 
People meet Collectively, nor Repreſentatively, to 
81ve any Conſent to it, or to give in any Claim, or to 
E B 2 „ 


, 1 » 


- * . 
( | - 


make any Proteſtations, or to Confert Laws ; or, N lde 
in ſhort, to have any manner of Hand in making ¶ not 
him their King: Gop Almighty did it all Hin- deal 
ſelf without them. And which was ſtill more, He 
Entaibd the Kingdom (according to my old Bogk) 
upon King David's Family Hereditarily,without al. lis 
lowing the People any Vote in that Affair at all, 
Nor was there any one Perſon ask d about it, al-. N fon 


v 


» * 


tho' the T hrone of David was firmly eſtabliſhed, 
But yet for all this, who doubts but the People 
had Power to Depoſe King David, by Virtue and 
in Right of their Original Contract * Why? Be- 
cauſe they did once Depoſe him: And, can the 
People, the Majority, for the Good of whom all 
Government is deſign'd, do Wrong? And, are 
not they themſelves much the beſt Judges, who 
ſhall Govern them, and how they ought to be G- 
verned * Surely, they are. And to ſhew you that Nat 
they are, and have a Right to do it, they ſet up 

King David's Son againſt him; J mean Abſalom, 
and Achitophel was his principal Secretary of State, Wh 
or firſt Miniſter ; and he who had been an Eni-Mfo 
nent Privy Counſellor to the Father, help'd to con · I ps 
_ trive the Revolution for the Sn. Tis true, they Wer 

happened to be very unlucky in this Undertaking Nb. 
allo; for their Revolution King, created by the We 
People, againſt the expreſs Conſtitution of the 
Kingdom, happened to have too tall a Beaſt on 
which he rode, which prov'd the Death of him. 
And then, after ſome time, Go p's King was ve 
ftor d, and the Reſtoration publickly ſolemnized 
and he prov'd very Merciful, and forgave all the 
Re volutioners entirely, except a few of a 

Felde 
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deft of them, ſuch as Shimei ; whom yet he did 


id 
2 WM not kill, but left to the Wiſdom of his Son how to 


deal with them. And then there was an End of 

Revolution Principles for a good many Years to- vl 

gether, even all the Days of King David, and of * 

his Son King Solomon; in whole Days Monarchy | 

was at the Height, and, which is ſtrange, Trade 

fouriſbed mightily then; and there was prodi- 

d. Woious Plenty of Silver and Gold in his Kingdom, 

ple MW and a long Peace: And all the People of the Earth 

were then Admirers of that King, and that People, 

e- ¶ ho he was pretty Abſolute ; and he died in Peace. 

he But after King Solomon's Death, the worthy Pa- 

al rote of the Liberties of the People, who were, it 

are I ſeems, confin'd to the Ten Tribes, reſolv'd to be 

rid of their heavy Taxes, which they pay'd in King | 

10- ¶ Hlomon's Time, and to exert the Original Contract, 

hat Nat leaſt ſo far as to limit and Cramp the Monarchy 

up pretty heartily ; they came all in a Convention, 

n, met upon that extraordinary Occaſion, to propoſe 

at, Wl their Limitations to King Rehoboam: And they 

m- forgot in their Computation, that tho' they had 

on- ¶ paid great Taxes to his Father, yet, by the very 

hey I great Trade they by his means enjoy d, they were 

ung better able to pay theſe Taxes than they were 

ever after to pay ſmall ones; for one may better 

pay 5 l. out of 100 l. than Half a Crown out of a 

Crown, becauſe tho' that Half a Crown be but 

the 4oth Part of 5 l. yet it is the half of a Crown 

till, which is 50 per Cent. and 5 l. which is 20 

Crowns, is but the 2oth Part of 1001. that is only 

5 per Cent. This, I ſay, they forgot; as allo then 

they did not reflect, that Trade never flouriſhed 
Rt | near 
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find Trade flouriſhing, and great Riches; and 
Where you find Monarchy higher or lower, there 


Py ro th. 


made by a great Reverend, and a learned Gentle. 


their Pre- Adamitical Right againſt the Hereditun 
| Succeſſion entail'd upon the Family of David: 


not at all to be juſtified; for Kingt, even Hereditan 
King,, are not infallible Popes: Yet the Ten Tribe 


een) 0 
near ſo much amongſt them as it did in the Reigi 
of King Solomon; for, as Abſolute a Prince as he wag, 
which is diametrically oppoſite to a Diſcover 


man a Modern, who wrote a whole Book of Tia. 
velt, on purpoſe to ſhew, That wherever you 
can find a Commonwealth, there you are ſure to 


you find Trade and Riches proportionably decay d. 
However, the Ten Tribes were reſolved to Aſſet 


And, tho' Rehoboam's Conduct in that Affair, is 


were reſolved to bring a Revolution about, which 
uy did by Revolting from the Grandſon of Da- 
vid, whom they had once depoſed. And, who can 
doubt, but upon their Original Contract, the Foun- 
dation of Kevolutian Punciples, they were in the 


right to bring it about? Yet ir happen'd unluc- 
_ Kily for them in this Inſtance alſo. Why? Be- 


cauſe, in Revolting from GO p's Deputy, the 
Grandſon and Right Heir of King David, upon 
whoſe Family Go b had ſettled the Kingdom Here- 
ditarily, they Rewolted from Almighty Go p Hin- 


ſelf ; and having a mighty Affection for Calve,, 


they firſt ſer up an Uſurper inſtead of their King; 
and then he and they ſet up two Calyes, one in 
Dan, and the other in Bethel, to be their Gods. 
So then, their King was their own Deputy, and 
the Calves were the Gods they choſe to preſerve 


their 
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Meir Liberties, leſt the People, by going to wors 
gi hip che True Go p at Jeruſalem, had return'd to 
„weir Allegiance due to the Houſe of David, and 
ry had confounded the Uſurper, and their Revo+ 
le. Nhaion Principles at once. But they were ſtill more 
4. Nunfortunate, by the Exerciſe of this their Origi- 
dual Right; for they never had the good Fortune 
too have ſo much as one good or tolerable Revolu- 

nd ten King, for ever hereafter ; tho' they chang d 
ind alter d rhe Succeſſion about eight times, and 
%. Mnew ſettled it in ſo many ſeveral Families, and 
et with a great deal of Judgment too; for they took 
%) exact good Care, that all their Revolution Kings 
id; hould be of the Religion they had choſen for 
5 Mthemſelves ; for they all worſhipp'd the two 
(alve /. And after all their Senſe, and Wit, and 
Condutt, their Zeal for their Religion, their Calves, 


tempt upon their Liberties, they never made choice 
can Wof one for their King, who was ſo good as the 
un-. ¶ worſt of thoſe Gop Fad choſen for them. And 
the they were at laſt entirely diſperſed, and rooted out 


uc-Mof their Jaberitancet, and were depri ved of both 
" their Liberty and Property, and became a Prey to 
the 


their Neighbours, and a By-Word and a Proverb 
amongſt the Nation: Yet ſtill they were a free 
People for all this, ſo long as Go p's Vicegerent of 
the Family of David did not Reign over them. 
For any Slavery is ſupportable and tolerable, ex- 
cept that which Gan Almighty enjoint. But to 
yield to that, is to be a Slave indeed, and ſhews 
a mean Spirit, which has no regard for Natural 


Free- 


ich N and their Jealouſ) of every thing which could At- 5 | 
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Freedom, which every pretty Fellow and jf 
Gentleman ought to have. „ 
But this Original Right from the Pre-Adamiti. 
cal Contract, runs higher ſtill; for by Virtue 0 
it, P2ovivence is deny'd by all the Noble Free. 
thinkers, as an Encroachment upon their Liberty, tio 
it be the thing by which Almighty Gop is pleas 
to ſhew Himſelf to the World to be Gop. is 
true, theſe worthy Patriots for Liberty, are very 
fine, well-bred Gentlemen; and to ſhew their 
Good Breeding, do Compliment Go p out of Hi 
Movidence, by making it not worth His while ; 
to order or mind what is done in the World, as if 
it muſt give Him Trouble to do it. - And Imuſt 
own, theſe Gentlemen are very conſiſtent withiil x 
their Other Notions in this. Why 2 Becauſe if 7 
_ Gov's Pꝛovidence be allow'd of, and that by itMW;.; 
He Governt the World, then our Wiſdom will ap- N al 
pear to be but ſtupid Folly and Madneſs, which is 
by no means to be granted by Men of Wit andi 
Freedom. | EE : 
And a natural Conſequence of this it is, to 
Deny the Fower which Gop has given to His De. 4; 
puties, the lawful Kings and Oneens of the Earth, 
and which He has extaiPd upon their Families her- N 
ditarihy, which is inconſiſtent with the Pre-Adami- 
tical Contract. Why? Becauſe that were to Ac. Ide 
knowledge the Lawfulneſs of fixing a Monopoly of 
Power in One Perſon, to the great Diſparagement x 
of the Multitude, who are Naturally the Fountain 
of Power and Government. And, is it not vet) 
natural for thoſe, who deny the Power of Gop in 
Governing the World by His Pꝛovidence, to deny 
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allo to render to His Deputies, the lawful Kings 
and Oueens of the Earth, the Power of Governing 
us any longer than we think fit. ” 
Thus, the Bringing King Charles I. to the Block, 
and then Striking off his Head, was a natural Con- 
ſequence of this Power of the People; which I have 
been proving from the Pre- Adamitical Contract: 
And the Steps they made to attain this Power, or 
rather to regain it out of the Hands of the Mono- 
N jvlizers of it, were all very Juſt, and true Conſe- 
quences of the popular Power. For, Firſt, They 
grumbled at every thing, to ſhew they had a mind 
to be angry ; then they made Ten thouſand Lyes, 
which are only lawful in ſuch Caſes, when they be- 
come ##ſeful to the People, for the Recovery of their 
1 Rights : Then they fought for the Thing, or Word 
cl King, againſt the Perfen of the King; and, at 
uz at, when they grew ſtrong enough, they became 
Wall Kings, and, for any thing I know, might have 
hüt continued ſo to this Day, but that they had not 
Time to ſpare for Governing : And, therefore, 
having deſtroy'd Gop's Deputy, they made new De- 
putzes of their own ; and to ſecure them, they, 
Mur'd the whole Family and Race of the Stuarts 
along with the Perſon of King Charles II. their 
Native, Hereditary, Exiled Prince. Why? Be- 
cauſe that Perſon, King Charles II. was a Pꝛeten⸗ 
der to the Croton, and claim'd an Hereditary Right 
and Title to the Monopoly of Power over theſe 
Nations, Fure Divino; which Claim and Pre- 
tence was abſolutely Inconſiſtent with the Sove- 
wgnty of the People, 


C 
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And; 


theſe Nations enjoy? Then there was no Occaſion 
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And, therefore, the People did Act wiſely and 
judiciouſly, in ſetting up the Family of the Cron. 
Wells, in Oppolition to the Family of the Stuarts, 
when they found, that when they deputed many 
to Govern them, it bred Factions and Inconvenien- 
cies. But One Family they could eaſier deal with, 
upon Occaſion; eſpecially, when they choſe to be 
Govern'd but by a ſingle Perſon of that Fami- 
Jy at a Time; and that the whole Family of thi 
Cromwells ow'd their Promotion entirely to the 
People, and could claim no Right Jure Divino 
for that is, undoubtedly, the moſt dangerous Claim 
of all. Why? becauſe it is a Fundamental Maxim, 
that The wozſe Title, the better King. And thi 
Maxim was found to be good by the Experience 
of thoſe Days ; for,under the happy Government of 
the Noble Family of the Cromwells, and, particu 
larly, under Oliver himſelt, what Happineſs did 


for Taxes ; there were no Wars, no Bloodſbed, no 
Sequeſtrations ; no, they were pure Goſpel-T imes; 
every Man liv'd peaceably and plentifully under his 
own V ine: And you would have heard Pſalm 
ſung in the very Streets; fo religious were they, 
Whereas, when King Charles II. by a ſtrangg. 
Chance, got into the Saddle again at the ReſtoraÞ”®; 
tion, what terrible Doings were then to be ſeen all 
over theſe Kingdoms? nothing but Deſolation and 1 
Deſtruction, War and Blood, heavy Taxes, nt 4 
Trade,no Money, &c. Theſe were ſtrange T hingW< 
but very accountable. Why? Becauſe King Chart?" 
was only the Deputy, the Vicegerent of Gop. And 4 
how could theſe Nations be happy under * 1 
. 1 8 ul 
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But Oliver, and his Noble Family of the Cromtwellr, 
were the free Choice of the People ; and, conſe- 
quently, it was no Oppreſſion in him, or them, to 
dilpoſe of the Perſons and Eſtates of the People, 
how he or they pleas d. Why? Becauſe They 
had the preſum'd Conſent of the People ſo to do. 
Firſt, Becauſe they Choſe them themſelves: And, 
ſondly, Becauſe if they had not lik'd their Ma- 
thenagement, they would have depos'd them as be- 
ning their own Creatures. But ſome will ſay, Oli- 
ain ver was not a King. Well, it may beſo; but he 
Ruled and Governed as Abſolutely and Deſpotically 
any King ever did; and he had all the Pozwer 
of a King, and, indeed, of a Parliament too. He 
only wanted the Title; and that he muſt not be 
blam'd for, becauſe he endeavour'd to have it: 
But the People did not think fit to give it him; 
and he, Good Man, was very well ſatisfy'd with- 
out It. | 

Many are the Excellent Conſequences of this 
Onginal, Popular Power ; (to go-through them all, 
would tire you and me both. I ſhall, therefore, 
only hint at a few more of them. ES, 

The Immortality of the Soul is incompatible with 
it; for, if the Soul ſubſiſts after the Death of the 
och, it muſt ſubſiſt ſomewhere, and be either 
Happy or Miſerable: And there muſt be ſome 
Ways of Living here, while the Soul and Body 
ae together, which muſt determine the State the 
Wl is to be in after the Death of the Body; and 
lt ſo, there muſt be ſome Rule to go by, which, 
it obſerv' d, the Soul is to be happy; but if not oh- 
ſerv d, the Soul muſt be miſerable. Now this Do- 
: Ch: cltxins 


r 


Cos) 
ctrine my old muſty Book is very full upon: Buff . 
this would ſpoil all, and would oblige us to be 


very inquiſitive to find out the Way to future Hay. 


to i 
pineſs ; and when we have found it, to walk ve. is tl 
ry Carefully in it, to Avoid future Miſery. Andi gal 


this does at once ſpoil all our Free-T hinking, i 


it is allow'd, and as being abſolutely inconliſtenti be 
with it. And, therefore, to keep our Rationali. 


mo 
ty and Freedom, we muſt firſt level ourſelves ag Fr: 
low as brute Beaſts, becauſe tis impoſſible to keep 
up all our Pretences to the Power of Governing ab- 
ourſelves how we will, if the Soul of Man is In.W Ar 
mortal, or if there is a future State of Rewards off wl 
Puniſhments. I own, however, that this Principle tal 
of the Soul's dying with the Body is ſomewhat tick th 
liſh ; for, as neceſſary as it ſeems to be, in order in 
to maintain our Freedom and Liberty; for if, up an 
on Tryal, we ſhould find ourſelves miſtaken, and U 
find that our Souls do really ſubſiſt after the Deatiſ th 
of our Bodies; in that Caſe we are but in very cr 
bad Circumſtances. Another thing alſo ſticks with P 
me, and I can't well tell how to get out of il 
without Help; if any of theſe Nations, wheri v 
my old Book is believ'd by the Majority, or at leaf I 
where the Majority, for certain Reaſons, dont 
think fit yet to declare againſt it, and have calcu 
lated their Laws according to it, ſhould tell any 
Free-T hinker, that fince, according to his No 


tion of Things, he has no Immortal Soul, but that 
he dies as a Beaſt doth, Gc. Therefore, the Mi- 
jority of ſuch a Nation do determine, that, from 
henceforward, whoever kills any fuch Fre 

T hinker, mall not be thought or * 


(2a) 
Murtherer, any more than a Butcher is a Mur- 
therer for killing a Sheep. I can't tell what to ſay 
to it, ſince the common Definition of Murther 
is the deſtroying the Image of Gop, without a Le- 
gal Sentence pronounced. Now it we are to die, 
as do Sheep, and have no Image of Gop in us to 
be deſtroyed, where is the Sin in killing a Man 
g the Aſſiſtance of the 
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Ibis Great Author, who has drawn his Pen fl „/ 
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In the next place, this Freedom and Original 


Notice of the Power of the People at all; ſo that 


Intereſt, by Leveling the Primitive Doctrinet, and 


who ſwear to maintain the Old Doctrines, and 
if thereby they can, with the greater caſe, deſtro) 


veſt and boldeſt Men who Dare to do moſt for the 
Service of their Friends. And as for your Prini- 


ry Appearance of Perjury, who dare not venture 


T2) 

often againſt Jeſus Chiſf, and his Goſpel, I ex. 
preſly Call upon to aſſiſt me, how to get rid of 
my Difficulty ; and if he will call into his Aid, any 
of his Great Lords, his Intimates, I ſhall be much 
the fonder of his Learned Solution. But I bary all 
Exotic Manuſcripts, unleſs they be atteſted by 
ſome more Credible Perſons, than either Pere H. 
mon, or Le Clerc. 


* 


Power I have been demonſtrating, cuts off all 
Biſhops in the Church, as well as Kings of God's 
making in State, Why? Becauſe Biſhops pre. 
tend to he the particular Repreſentatives of delus 
Chiiff, in and to the Church, and that by Divine 
Appointment and Commiſſion, without taking any 


it either follows, that we {ſhould have no Biſhops 


at all, or that, if any ſuch be allowed, they arc 
the beſt Biſhops who do beſt ſerve the Common 


Confounding the Primitive Diſcipline of the Church, 
who ſurrender the Divine Bagna Charta of the 
Church, becauſe it is Inconſiſtent with the Power 
of the People, who lewel their own Character, and 
put in Practice the Old Diſcipline of the Church, 


both. Why? Becauſe they are certainly the ba- 


tive ſort of Biſhops, who are frighten'd at the ve- 
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o part with a Hoof of what they think the OI 
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Way, according to my old Book, and who dare 

not Live otherwiſe than -y profeſs, thieſe are a 

, /laviſh Men, uo 

are bound up to the CEN of keeping their 
4 


parcel of poor, mean ſpirite 


Words, and who are ſo ſilly as to believe they 


themſelves, in maintaining the Original Power of 


This'is Noble; and, if it prove ſucceſsful, may be 
then pronounced a very good Way. WS 


far, which Entails upon the People War, Poverty, 
Faction, Deſolation, and Deſtruftion. Why? Be 


Cboice and Favourites, elſe Our Sovereign Lord, 
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muſt be undone, if they believe not all the 1 * 
ticles of a Syſtem of above 1600 Years ſtanding » _# 
They are to be pity d by Men of Wit, Senſe, an“ 
Education, in the Free-May. „ 
And from hence it is wonderfully plain, that 
the Presbyterians, and other Sectaries, are muß 
nearer being in the Right than the Church of Eng- 


land. Why? Becauſe the Church of England pro. 
feſſes to be abſolutely bound up to the Fine _ 
of Jeſus Thytt, and the Practice of the Primittve 
Church, in the firſt and pureſi Ages of it. But tie lll 
Preshyterians, and other Seftaries, do Nobly" exerts 


the People, from whom they receive their Commiſ=. . 
fon : And, why ſhould not the People Appoint 
and Give Commiſſions to Prieſts of their own Chit» - 
fing, to Lead them ro Heaven in their own Hy? 


cauſe by this they ſhew, they are the Peoples 


the Mobb, would never bear it: For the People - 
can bear nothing, from either the Kings of Gov's _ 
making, or from the Miniſtry made by ſack. IM 
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And now, to Conclude, that Civil Mmiftry ; 
muſt be, by the ſame Rule, the beſt Miniſtry by 1 
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of Money, Decay of Trade, and Scarcity of, Pry 
=_  fions. I ſay, War, for many Reaſons, ſuch 


from being over-ſtock'd with Men, to make $, 
Jing Commuſſions a good Revenue, and to enri 
to prevent Luxury, and to Encreaſe the Conſum 


y, &c. Decay of Trade, that our Good Neig 


. ty of Proviſions, to keep us in Good Health, and 
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But they can bear any thing, from ef 
Kings of their owp Making, or from a Min 
which bribes them with War, Bloody Battles, Wy 


"Theſe 5 To. Strengthen our Neighbours, 4 
Weaken ourſelves, that they may ſhew their Mod 
ration. in not Inſulting us; To Make the Ar 
Nurſery, wherein to breed up Champions for t 
Pre- Adamitical Contract: And to Apply the 
Loyalty to their General, rather than to their & 
vereign, &c. Bloody Battles, to keep the Nati 


the Corporation of Hawkers, &c. Want of Min 


tion of Beer and Ale, becauſe Wine (if itGrew' 
France) diſpoſeth the Drinkers of it to Tyra 


hours may have the Fatigue of it, and that ſo v 
may Live at Eaſe, like Gentlemen, &c. and, Stare 


dave the Charge of Phyſicians, ©&c. And, wh 
would not be fond of ſuch a Miniſi ?? 
T be following Licence of a Foreign Reign 
Dia all. the Dregs of bold Socinus drain; 
Then, firſt, the Belgian Morals were extol['d; 
We their Religion had, and they our Gold: 
Then Unbelieving Prieſts reform'd the Nation 
Aud taught more Pleaſant Methods of Salvation 
here Heav'ns free Subjects might the 
Dittes, 
Leſt Go p himſeit᷑ Hou'd ſeem too Abſolute. 
e. Mr. Pope's Eſſay on Criticiſt 
FINTS oa 


